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SUBJECT : Investigation of Extortion, allegedely committed by David ' > 

Ferrie WM Age 41 of 331 Atherton Drive. • 

patn Roland Fournier and Charles Jonau of the Juvenile Bureau report 
of .having investigated a matter involving extortion, allegedly cbommitted 
Jy ^vid W. Ferrie WM Age 41 of 331 Atherton Drive, on Feb 16, 1962 At J 

10:00AM. Patn Fournier, the writer of this report, in company with Patn 

Jonau additionally report of having conducted investigations involving I 

David Ferrie in .the past 4 months, which began on August 16, 1961. Officers f 

Fournier and Jonau will be referred to as investigating officers during the \ 

remainder of this report. * 


Investigating officers conducted investigations in August and September 
of 1961, which lead to the arrest of David Ferrie, which investigations 
resulted in charges of contributing to the delinquency, indecent behavior 
-;with juveniles, Crime Against Nature, and Public Intimidation. Charges 
against Ferrie, were accepted in Orleans and Jefferson parishes. In the 
impending cases against Ferrie, one Eric Michael Crouchet WM Age 16 of 
5505 Marais St., is a witness. ■ 1 


On the morning of Feb 16, 1962, investigating officer Fournier received 
a phone call from the father of Eric Crouchet, who complained that a Friend 
of his, John T. Cater WK Age 41 of 5454 Dauphine St*, had been intimidated and 
that Ferrie had made arrangements for a meeting with Cater after telling 
Cater that he (Ferrie) had a proposition to discuss. Mr Crouchet explained 
to investigating officers that Cater was frightened and that Cater contacted 
him, informing him( Crouchet} that Ferrie wanted to meet. Crouchet told 
officers that he instructed Cater to go along with Ferrie , with the idea of 
notifying authorities. Cater and Ferrie made arrangements to meet at Canal 
and Baronne St*, at 10:00AM on Feh 16, 1962 in front of the Walgreen* s Drug 
Store. Mr. Crouchet asked investigating officers if they would attempt to 
witness this meeting. At 9s50AM on Feb 16, 1962, officers took up a posi—, 
tion at Lord's Department stare for women on Canal and Baronne, across the 
street from the Walgreen* s drug store. Immediately upon arrival, officers 
noticed David Ferrie standing in front of the drug store with dark glasses 
on. Officers observed that Ferrie kept walking in and out of the drug store 
for about 10 minutes and he came outside and disappeared from officers view, 
after he began walking up" Canal St,, in the direction of Claiborne Ave. . 
Investigating officers did not attempt to pick up Ferrie again, as Ferrie 
is thoroughly acquainted with them. Officers waited until approximately 
}2: 00 noon on Feb 16, 1962 and went to the home of Mr. Crouchet, where Fir. 
Cater found. Cater had arrived shortly before the arrival of officers. 

Mr. Crouchet explained that Mr. Cater was a friend of his and had been.foh 
3 years. Officers observed that Cater was very nervous at the time. Cater 
stated that Ferrie had met him at the designated time and location and they/ 
had driven off in a car, operated by a subject, know to him only as "Butch”. 
Cater told officers that they drove him up Tulane Ave., into the Carrollton 
section to a Royal Castle Restaurant. During the ride, they discussed the 
cases pending against Ferrie. Cater explained to officers that Ferrie asked 
him to get Mike Crouchet to change his mind about testifying against him* 
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- Cater told officers that gft°hi^ Cl tCatSl e involved 

l»ony against him (Ferrie J, that h© (Fer | ^ul ^ had affada np. ts by 

%■ ina sex ring. Cater stated that Ferrie * hls house. For further 

? many boys who accuse Cater of having se P tkken at the Juvenile 

details, see the attached statement made by Cater, taken 

*5 Bureau by investigating officers* ' 
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; " Cater stated additionally that jjj “®5 t thS ca? P He C stated tha^he- 8 thought 

“tff 

;;-S ^eStrMtaSSS S^^phone number at work. ■ , 

' Investigating ° fficer ® 

Seither in this matter and. he adv ^® e f r ~:^ invest i?ating officers went to 

a report to the District AttOTneysoffice. 3.3OFM on Feb 16, 1962 in 

the home of David Ferrie l^gi/S^jSfSsof^sh sheriff « s office, 
company with Sgt. Joseph Behrens of th eJeii< ers P obser ved that several 

On arrival of officers at the home of Ferrie, it was dence# Ferr ie came 
boys were standing around the front lawn of Ferr officers recognized 

to the door and invited officers to enter. Upon ^teri^wi^^ t0 

Lawrence Marsh WM Age 19 of ^°^.^^ e f„^e StiEa t;ions. Ferrie was placed under 

the officers as "Butch”, in previ^s ^vestigtions. Baronne at 10: OOAM on ’ 

arrest. Ferrie admitted being do^ crone V to this location. He stated only 
2-16-62 , but refused to say whyhe h ^d gone n^ stated that he had driven 

that he had gone to meet somebody, ^^ence ^ ^ d o Wnt0 wn at 10:00AM 

Ferrie in his Chevrolet ^ “e^h^ the ^ 'meeting . Officers observec 

2-16-62. but would not say any thin Q more * narked in the front yard of 

the Chevrolet convertible _La-o2 ^ xc ® a ® e 7v e * £ ban je jail and was immediate] 
Ferris's residence. Ferrie was booked a ti ting officers and booked witn 

£ £tS!/66“e?iSS C to Storti<»L" He refused to answer questions on 

advise of his attorney*, 

John Cater is a male nurse, who lives alone Cachet 
vorcadc He has a ^een ags son ^ agood fri Sd for over 3 years, 

stated that .Mr. C a £er has J Slice record and has never been arrested. He 
Sfs e asHef ly omcefslf l°erSeio^I C ^ovt the accusations and he stated 
that Ferrie positively could not. 

On' Sunday Feb 16, 1962, J° d h | phoned ad. l^rom two boys, one 

investigating officers that he had J®®® 1 J errie ? 3 res idence. The phone' call, 
of iWhom stated that he was calling f Q Feb 16, 1962, a short while a* 

'according to Cater, was made at about 4.00FM o boys * a gked him if he had 
Ferrie was arrested. Cater told officers that- V . « b e boys told 

made a statement against Ferrie ? nd h *?^^ 11 ^ 0 „ 3 y w {l| are involved in the im- 
him that Ferrie was only trying “ Mi that Ferris was 

pending cases in Orljm. «jd Jefferao: ^tSephone conversation ended awf Cater 
also trying to help^him^Cate r) - J^^ Phonati ciy spalled), a boy whom 


identified one of the boys as 
he had met previously at a slating rink. 
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Investigating off icers feel that Cater is being used by Ferrie in order, • . V 
that Farris can gain an acquittal, ; in his impending cases in the courts 
of Orleans and Jefferson parishes* 

Investigating officers would also point out that Cater — 

g round a skating rink and knew many young boys f which include Bpbach . and 
arsch, whom Cater knew only as "Butch* * Thus, Cater would be a good target 
Tor Perrie 1 s threats and intimidation*. Officers checked the Police Bureau 
of Identification and found that they have no record on John Cater* 






The District Attorney will be consulted.. 


Patn Roland Fournier 


Patn Charles Jonau 


Approved . . . 





Major Adc 
Supervisor of Juvenile Bureau 
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T0 _ Rsamld Habnar 

FR0M Chaa. Canaan 

date _ July 36. 


KB: — I^yid ff, Ferris 


h-_-! h fST? U? at f* eaa ® ** Jefferaon Pari-sh were refused. They were 
nowever, end the pertinent content a were the sene statements sent to Miasi 
in Hew Orleans ease H-8g07-6l. 
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